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Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Please remember: 
February 22, Monthly Meeting - Zoom - 

Guest speaker, Father Augustine of St. Mary Magdalene

“Let us love, since that is what 
our hearts were made for.” 

-Saint Therese of Lisieux



2

A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Our Hearts Yearn for God  

Our archdiocese mourns the death of our re1red auxiliary bishop, Most Rev. Vincent 
Rizzo>o who died on January 17, 2021 and was buried on January 21, 2021. He 
served as a priest and bishop in this archdiocese for about 65 years. He was known 
to have great love for the liturgy of the church, celebra1ng it with reverence and 
drawing his congrega1on to the beauty of the divine worship. May he rest in peace!  

One day in the year that we see the most a>endance in church is not Easter Sunday 
neither is it Christmas Day.  That day is Ash Wednesday! There is no obliga1on to 
a>end Mass this day but Catholics and non-Catholics alike flock to the Catholic 

church to commence the season of Lent. What draws most people to church is not 
the sermon or Holy Communion. Why many come is to receive the ashes on their forehead. Most of those who 
call the office on Ash Wednesday are asking when they can come to the church “to get their ashes.” Some 
leave the church aXer receiving the ashes without wai1ng for the liturgy of the Eucharist. The hope is that they 
hear the words: “Repent and believe in the gospel” and allow God to transform them. What is it about the 
ashes?  

Ashes is a symbol of penance, mourning and mortality. In the book of Prophet Jonah, the king of Nineveh 
covered himself in sackcloth and ashes as a sign of repentance when the prophet asked the city to repent as 
God had requested (Jonah 3:5-6). Jesus referenced ashes as a sign of repentance in the gospel when he said, 
“If the miracles worked in you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented in sackcloth and 
ashes long ago” (Ma>hew 11:21).  

“Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless un1l it finds its rest in thee.” This famous 
saying of St. Augus1ne of Hippo, perfectly describes the spiritual journey of the human person. The yearning 
of the human soul for the divine is the pursuit of sinners who become saints. The restlessness of the human 
heart make it seek for sa1sfac1on in things or persons that do not really sa1sfy. This inordinate search leads to 
sin and further separa1on from God. The realiza1on of the fact that only God can sa9sfy this yearning of the 
heart, leads to conversion and discipleship. The message of lent is the message of conversion and 
repentance. This should go beyond external symbols like the ashes on our foreheads into the true meaning of 
the symbolism - true repentance. What are the things in my life that the Lord wants me to repent from? What 
are those things that I seek but do not sa1sfy which I have to let go during the 40 days of Lent and beyond?  

Ash Wednesday that begins the season of Lent is on the 17th day of February this year. This is a 1me to rest in 
the Lord through prayer, fas1ng, and almsgiving. These are the three pillars needed for a fruigul Lent. Let us 
make this Lent more than “gehng our ashes” on Ash Wednesday but let it become the beginning of inner 
conversion that leads to our hearts being filled by the divine. Everyone can pray, everyone can fast, and 
everyone can give alms. The degree and intensity to which we apply ourselves to each of them will vary but we 
can do all three. Be deliberate about these acts and see how much peace and joy you will experience as God 
fills the inner recesses of your soul. May this Lent not just be about geBng the ashes but making the symbol 
a reality in our spiritual lives.  

Father Felix
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I met a friend for lunch recently.  As I sat down at the table he 
said, “What’s wrong? You seem grumpier than usual.”  He 
made me both laugh and feel just a li>le ashamed of myself.  
Thank you, Lord, for giving me friends like Chris to make me 
smile and laugh at myself and to keep me humble.   

It seems the soil of my heart has been where seeds have been sewn among 
thorny bushes and I have been distracted by the troubles of our culture, our 
Na1on and the world from the joy that is our Lord and Savior.   

I am reminded of the exchange between Jesus and Peter in Ma>hew 16:21-23 - 
From that )me on Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes, and that He must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life.  Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. “Far be it from 
You, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to You!” But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me. For you do not have in mind the things of God, 
but the things of men.”   

With Ash Wednesday and Lent fast approaching, this will be an excellent 1me to unburden our 
hearts from the stress and anxiety of the world’s troubles and try to discern God’s plan for each of 
us and how we, each in our own small way, can make a difference.  How is God calling us to make 
a difference? 

There are over 200 instances of the word joy in the Bible.  God wants us to be joyful, and for me, I 
know I can’t have a posi1ve effect on the world if I am dour, grumpy and not reflec1ng the 
joyfulness that only can only be found in our Lord. 

I wish everyone, especially all those we pray for and support in our Serran mission, a Happy and 
Healthy St. Valen1ne’s Day, Ash Wednesday and beginning of Lent. I think I’ll give up being 
grumpy. ☺ 

Mark

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

https://www.biblehub.com/greek/4074.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/4355.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/756.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/2008.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/846.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/2436.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/2962.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/3004.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/3778.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/3756.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
https://www.biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
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SERRA JANUARY ZOOM MEETING 

do more!
Do More were the words that Michael Henderson heard from the Holy Spirt.  Michael is 
positive he heard these words as he drove to work, praying the rosary one morning.  What 
more did the Lord want?  What did He want? 
Michael Henderson shared his family’s amazing story of  hearing God’s call and responding.  
As our guest speaker at our Zoom meeting, he kept all of  us in awe of  that beautiful family.  
It was 2015, life was good, he had a good job, nice house, Veronica kept busy raising and 
homeschooling their 5 children and waiting for the birth of  their 6th child.  Both of  them 
were very active in the church, holding bible study classes, as well as other ministries.  One 
day, St. Martha’s school asked if  they would participate in a Vocation Day activity at the 
school.  A homeschool family to talk at a private school, seemed strange, but they never 

turned down to any request to help.  They were asked to speak on the vocation of  marriage.  At this event they met a 
missionary and Do More, was playing in their heads.   Veronica and Michael prayed.  Is being a missionary the Do 
More the Holy Spirit wants?   What about my 5 kids Michael asked in prayer?  “These are My kids” answered the 
Lord. 

And so, they sold all of  their possessions and joined the Missions in Mexico.  The family spent a year in Mexico and 
saw the poverty and need and became immersed in helping the people in many ways.  They opened a gym taught 
Taekwondo, taught English -by using the Bible - constructed homes and bathrooms and any other needs.   Michael 
knew no Spanish at all and yet he found the Holy Spirit talking for him.   He wrote papers in English, Veronica 
translated into Spanish, and when he spoke in front of  a group he found himself  not only reading the paper in 
Spanish, but continuing to speak in Spanish.  He would look at Veronica, who spoke Spanish fluently,  and ask, 
“what did I say?” 

Michael at one point felt the Lord inviting him to go to the desert and rely on Him completely.  What did that mean?  
So, Michael fasted on bread and water for 40 days.  Then one day during that time, Michael fell asleep, and awoke 
looking at a crucifix.  The Lord again spoke to him and told him that he did not ask Him where He wanted Michael 
and his family to go.  “Go where they do not know My name” are the words that Michael heard.  Where is that, and 
where does God want them to go?    

The family decided to go on a 3 day retreat to pray, and asked God to give them the answer in those three days.  The 
third day of  the retreat was the last day of  Michael’s 40 day fast and he felt he was called to take his family to 
Taiwan.  When he told his Mission Director,  - coincidence?? - the director had just received an email from Taiwan 
saying they desperately needed a missionary to spread the word to those who do not know His name. 

A donation came in with enough funds to fly the family, 7 children and 2 adults to Taiwan and there was $76 extra!   
And so their work in Taiwan began. The area was desolate, one priest and 5 churches, but only about 5 people 
attending.  Most prayed to Temple gods. 

The Holy Spirit kept taking care of  the Hendersons. When it looked as if  their was no money for food or goods, 
donations arrived.  For the first time the older children attended public school. This was necessary to learn Chinese 
and they helped their parents translate frequently.  They stayed in Taiwan for three years and felt the call to return 
home.  And so, in March of  last year with their 8 children returned to Texas.   

“It is our job to know Him and to help others to discover His love.  We are His hands and feet,” stated Michael.  It is 
their dream to someday have property for a retreat center, a place for them to live and have an auto shop, where 
Michael could continue his work as a certified auto mechanic.   

The Holy Spirit is on fire and needs us to say, YES! 
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SERRA ZOOM MEETING 

Many of us 
participated in the 
meeting with 
Michael 
Henderson         
as our guest 
speaker.  

Michael currently 
owns his own 
auto mechanic 
shop on 
Northpark.

MPH 
Automotive, 1701 
North Park Drive, 
(behind Shipley 
Do-nuts).  

DID YOU KNOW?


Diddy Muck arranged, with the help of several of Serrans, a meal to 
serve several women discerning vocations by meeting on a regular basis 
with Consecrated Joelma Regis, Associate Director of Houston Vocations.  
A big thank you to all who helped prepare this meal.

Mark shared this video by Father 
Rob Ketcham.  


A link to his website is listed 
below.


www.petersboat.net.


http://www.petersboat.net
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FROM SERRA DISTRICT 10 

Serra RADIO - 12 Noon on 1430AM Catholic Radio

•	 Monday, February 1, 2021, 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM                      
Repeats every Monday  
 

Tune In every Monday at noon to the “Serra10.com” radio segment on Houston Catholic Radio 
1430am. Joe McClain, station manager and host.

FROM SERRA INTERNATIONAL 

What Is “Serra Meets”? 

Serra Meets is a monthly series of  virtual lectures from leading clergy and experts on the topic of  Catholic 
vocations, designed to inspire you and keep you connected to our mission as much of  our ministry moves 
online. 
Patterned after regular Serra meetings, Serra Meets events open and close with prayer, speaker introductions, 
feature a notable keynote speaker(s), followed with a Serra business topic. This is a wonderful opportunity 
of Serra clubs across the United States to come together during this time of  COVID. 

We encourage Serra clubs to use these videos for virtual or in-person meeting programming, followed by 
discussion. 
 
Serra Meets is organized and hosted by the US Council of Serra International. 

The next meeting is Feb. 13, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. CDT.  USA Council Episcopal Adviser Bishop 
Thomas Daly will be the guest speaker. He will begin a series of  Lenten Reflections based upon the book, Lent 
and Easter Wisdom from St. Vincent dePaul, by Vincentian scholar R. John Rybolt, CM.    
For more information, click the following link:     

Serra USA

On January 9, 2021, Several Serrans from around the district participated in the Vocation Committee’s Town 
Hall Meeting. Father Richard led a group of  about 35 Serrans in talks and breakout sessions.  One of  the many 
topics of  course revolved around the Covid restrictions on in-person meetings.   Many changes became necessary 
for the Vocation Committee.  While visits to the schools became not a viable option, the virtual retreats and digital 
presence seems to be working, stated Father Richard. They are still updating their website, but has improved many 
of  the components.   Check the website, especially the “volunteer” tab.  https://houstonvocations.com. 

There were two breakout sessions in this meeting, and Serrans from our club met with Serrans from the other clubs 
in our District 10, to discuss what was working and what the future plans were to continue the goal of  promoting 
vocations. 

VOCATION TOWN HALL MEETING 

https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
https://houstonvocations.com
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On February 14, around the year 270 A.D., Valentine, a holy priest in Rome in the days of  Emperor 
Claudius II, was executed. 
Under the rule of  Claudius the Cruel, Rome was involved in many unpopular and bloody campaigns. The 
emperor had to maintain a strong army, but was having a difficult time getting soldiers to join his military 
leagues. Claudius believed that Roman men were unwilling to join the army because of  their strong 

attachment to their wives and families.To get rid of  the problem, Claudius banned all marriages and 
engagements in Rome. Valentine, realizing the injustice of  the decree, defied Claudius and continued 
to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. 

When Valentine’s actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. Valentine was 
arrested and dragged before the Prefect of  Rome, who condemned him to be beaten to death with clubs and 
to have his head cut off. The sentence was carried out on February 14, on or about the year 270. 
… 
In truth, the exact origins and identity of  St. Valentine are unclear. According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, “At 
least three different Saint Valentines, all of  them martyrs, are mentioned in the early martyrologies 
under the date of  14 February.” One was a priest in Rome, the second one was a bishop of  Interamna (now 
Terni, Italy) and the third St. Valentine was a martyr in the Roman province of  Africa. 

Legends vary on how the martyr’s name became connected with romance. The date of  his death may have 
become mingled with the Feast of  Lupercalia, a pagan festival of  love. On these occasions, the names of  
young women were placed in a box, from which they were drawn by the men as chance directed. In 496 
A.D., Pope Gelasius decided to put an end to the Feast of  Lupercalia, and he declared that February 14 be 
celebrated as St Valentine’s Day. 
Gradually, February 14 became a date for exchanging love messages, poems and simple gifts such as flowers. 

St. Valentine 

Saint Valentine

https://www.history.com/topics/lupercalia
https://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day-2
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/st-valentine-beheaded
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St. Brigid of  Ireland  FEB. 1 Brigid and her mother were said to have been slaves in fifth-century 
Ireland; her father was believed to have been an Irish chieftain. As a young girl, one of Brigid’s 
responsibilities was to care for the dairy farm on the property. After Brigid milked the cows, she gave 
the milk away to the poor. She gave the needy the eggs she collected from the hens and churned 
cream into butter to share with the hungry. Brigid also founded the first double monastery in Ireland. It 
was a place of training and prayer for both monks and nuns. Because of her great charity and her 
work for the education of priests and nuns, the Church in Ireland experienced great growth. She also 
founded a school of art, which produced beautiful illuminated manuscripts of the Gospels.


St. Blaise  FEAST DAY: FEB. 3  Blaise lived so long ago that we know nothing about his 
early life. We do know that he was a both a doctor and a bishop in the area that is today either 
Armenia or Turkey. In the beginning of the fourth century, Christians were being persecuted by the 
Romans. The Roman Emperor believed that arresting and punishing important leaders like Blaise 
would prevent other people from becoming followers of Christ. St. Blaise is the patron saint of people 
with diseases of the throat. On St. Blaise’s feast day, many parishes bless the throats of their 
parishioners in a special ceremony. Two unlit candles are held next to each person’s throat as the 
priest or deacon says, “Through the intercession of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver 

you from every disease of the throat and from every other illness: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.”


FEBRUARY SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

St. Maria Domenica Mantovani  FEAST DAY: FEB. 2 Maria Domenica Mantovani was born in 1862 in a 
small Italian village. Two things were always important to Maria: her love for God and her desire to 
help others. Her parish priest, Blessed Giuseppe Nascimbeni, encouraged her to teach religion 
classes to younger children, visit the sick, and join in parish activities. Maria asked our Blessed 
Mother Mary to guide her in all that she did.

St. Paul Miki Feast Day, Feb. 6  Paul was born in Japan, the son of a Japanese military leader. He 
joined the Jesuits in 1580 and became known as a famous preacher. Nine years before his 
martyrdom, the Japanese emperor had ordered all Christians out of Japan. Paul and his 
companions were tortured and forced to march 600 miles to a hill in Nagasaki, Japan where they 
were going to be executed. During their journey, Paul and his companions kept their faith and 
courage by praying and singing together. People came out of their homes to see the prisoners as 

they marched by and witnessed their courageous faith. Their example inspired many 

Pope Pius IX Feast Day Feb. 7, Pius IX was the Holy Father of the Catholic Church longer than any 
other pope, from 1846 to 1878. It was a difficult time to be the leader of the Church because of political 
conflicts between nations and religious arguments about the Church’s place in the world. No matter 
what kinds of problems the pope and the Church faced, Pius IX always turned to God for help and 
direction. Pius IX was born in Italy in 1791. His name was Giovanni Maria Mastai-Ferretti. Giovanni 
grew up wanting to be a priest, and he followed that goal step by step until he was ordained in 1819. 
His first assignment was in an orphanage, where he was known for the love he shared with the children. 

Soon he was sent to South America to work for an important Church official.

St. Josephine Bakhita, Feast Day Feb.10, In 1869, a little girl was born in Sudan in Africa. As a child 
she was kidnapped into slavery. This experience was so frightening that she could not even remember 
her name. So, her kidnappers named her Bakhita. The name Bakhita means “fortunate.” An Italian 
official, Callisto Legnani, purchased Bakhita. For the first time since she had been kidnapped, she was 
treated with care, rather than being beaten. When the time came for the Italian consul to return to Italy, 
he brought Bakhita with him. Once there, Legnani left Bakhita with Augusto Michieli and his wife. When 
the Michieli’s daughter, Mimmina, was born, Bakhita became her caretaker and friend. When the 
Michielis went to Suakin to run their large hotel, they left both Mimmina and Bakhita with the Canossian 
Sisters at a convent in Venice. It was there that Bakhita came to know about God. 

Saints Resource

http://saintsresource.com/category/february
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• Monday, Feb. 1, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Serra Radio (see page 6). 
• Sunday, Feb. 7, Mass for World Day for Consecrated Life, Co-Cathedral, 11:00 am 
• Tues. Feb. 9  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Friday, Feb. 12  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Saturday, Feb. 13, 11:99 a.m. Serra meets, (see page 6). 
• Sunday, Feb. 14- Saint Valentine Day - World Marriage Day.  
• Wednesday, Feb. 17 - Ash Wednesday - beginning of  Lent 
• Mon. Feb.22 -  6:30 p.m., Zoom monthly meeting -Father Augustine of  St. Mary Magdalene will be 

our guest speaker 

February Birthdays  
1 - Melia Reed 
2 - Dcn. Al O’Brien, St. Martha 
4 - Kevin Doherty 
10 - Gelly Estess 
10 - MaryBeth Philipp 
12 - Father Linh Nguyen, St. John of  the Cross 
18 - Dcn. Rick Simon, St. Mary Magdalene 
19 - Doug Reed 
26 - Msgr. Chester Borski, St. Mary’s Seminary

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

All Happening dates and details  are questionable….Stay tuned for changes. 

February Ordination Anniversaries 
12 - Dcn. Guy Puglia, St. Martha 
22 - Dcn. KC Curtis, St. Martha 
22 - Dcn. Ruben Manosalva, St. Martha 
22 - Dcn. Diego Montiel, St. Martha 
23 - Dcn. Miguel Perez, St. Martha 
28 - Dcn. Tony Lasalle, St. Martha

Please Pray 
Repose of  the souls of   

Most Reverend Vincent M. 
Rizzotto, Retired Auxiliary Bishop of  
Galveston-Houston - died January 17 
Father Robert James Klem, who resided at 
St. Dominic Village, died Jan. 22 

Pray for an end to the Covid-19 virus and comfort 
for those infected, especially, Melia Reed 
Pray for peace for our country

Serra Board of Trustees Positions 
Three positions will need to be filled:


• VP of Vocations

• VP of Communication

• President Elect


If you would like to nominate someone, 
including yourself, please contact Mark.


Mark can also clarify the duties required of 
those positions

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Reading I 1 Jn 4:11-18 
Beloved, if  God so loved us, 
we also must love one another.  
No one has ever seen God.  
Yet, if  we love one another, God remains in us, 
and his love is brought to perfection in us.

Reading I 1 Jn 4:7-10 
Beloved, let us love one another, 
because love is of  God; 
everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 
Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love. 
In this way the love of  God was revealed to us: 
God sent his only-begotten Son into the world 
so that we might have life through him. 
In this is love: 
not that we have loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as expiation for our sins. 

There is so much love in us all, 
but often we are too shy to express 
our love, and keep it bottled up 
inside us.  We must learn to 
love, to love until it hurts, and 
we will know how to accept love. 

Mother Teresa

The love in your heart 
wasn’t put there to 
stay.  Love isn’t love till 
you give it away.

Service is love in work clothes.

Friendship doubles your joys and 
divides your grief.

The love of liberty is the love of 
others; the love of power is the love 
of ourselves.


Ginger Snaps Fun Thoughts on Life, 

compiled by Dian Ritter 

FEBRUARY 14

https://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/1093293/73614423/7373205_/~bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/4?7
https://p.feedblitz.com/t3.asp?/1093293/73614423/7375591_/~bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/4?11

